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NUMBER OF STRAWBOARD AND POTATO STARCH FACTORIES
IN THE VEENKOLONIEN, 1885-1980"

Year Strawboard Potato starch Total
1885 4 14 18
1891 5 17 22
1900 10 22 32
1912 13 24 37
1930 16 16 32
1960 14 5 19
1979 1 4 5

PICTURE 1 - SCHOLTEN'S POTATO STARCH FACTORY AT FOXHOL AROUND 1930°

4. EJ. van HouTen, Anderbalve eeww aardappelzetmeelindustrie, Veendam, 1994,
p. 6 M. DENDERMONDE, Hoe wif bet rooiden. De Veenkoloniale aardappelboer en
zifn industrie, Veendam, 1979, p. 57.

5. Collection Veenkoloniaal Museum Veendam.
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taken over by AVEBE”. The merger was an important step in solving
the water pollution problem in the Veenkolonién because the entire
Dutch potato starch industry was now concentrated in one company
that could be more tightly controlled by the government. This made it
possible to impose more effective wastewater purification measures
on the potato starch industry.,

PICTURE 2 - POLLUTED CANAL COVERED WITH BLACK FOAM'
>

The department of Agriculture had several political reasons for ac-
tively supporting AVEBE and the merger with KsH's starch division. In
the previous decades, AVEBE had received considerable financial aid
from this department to finance its research into techniques for puri-
fying their wastewater. KSH received hardly any government subsidies
during this period. The choice to support AVEBE instead of KSH had a
strong political background. AVEBE was a co-operative company
owned by many potato-farmers based in the Veenkolonién. In addi-

30, faarverslag avesg, 1978, faarversiag avepg, 1979 Huskes, De pisschen
vergecren. .., afn ot p. 82
31. Collection Veenkoloniaal Museum Veendam.,









